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 Dear parents and carers, 

Happy New Year. The Christmas break already feels like a distant memory. However, a memory we will all have from 

prior to Christmas is the snow and the disruption that this inevitably causes. Thank you for your patience and working 

with the school during this time as it is appreciated. The school would particularly like to thank SE Davis for clearing the 

school driveway. This was obviously a great help and it is so heartening to see a profit based company spending time and 

resources to help local organisations (mind you we did purchase a tone of rock salt afterwards?!) 

The school has contacted parents recently via parent pay to inform parents of snow closures, options evening, school 

trips and so on. Please ensure that we have all forms of communication channels that you have open with us (as there 

are times when we need to contact you due to closures etc.… and we will do this via parent pay). Please ensure the 

school knows your details so we can contact you in these situations. Also, it might be worth following our social media 

sites for updates. Our website has email addresses of staff should you need to contact us. 

 
Regards, 

 

Mike Bennett 

Head teacher 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mrs. Deane 

Our thoughts are with Mrs. Deane’s family. In the months running up to Christmas, her family endured some 

devastating news. A close family member sadly died during the Autumn and just before Christmas, Mrs. 

Deane’s father was taken seriously ill and is now receiving palliative care. For these reasons, Mrs. Deane is 

unable to return to school.  

The school will stay in touch with Mrs. Deane, and should she wish to return to teaching when times are better, 

then we would be pleased to hear from her. Until then, we wish her and her family well during this time. 

We are fortunate to have a team of qualified science staff in the school that are able to ensure the lessons are 

taught as normal. We are advertising for a science teacher and we hope to have a new colleague in post later 

this year. 

We welcome Mr Wesbury to the Science team as a permanent member of the team. Mr Wesbury has taught 

Science in several Birmingham Secondary schools and is looking forward to working with our pupils. We wish 

him well as he starts working in the school.  

We also welcome Mr A Hewitt who will be joining the Senior Leadership Team as the new School Business 

Manager. Mr Hewitt has worked in a variety of public sector and charity organisations in similar capacities, so 

brings with him a wealth of knowledge and skill. We wish him well in his new role. 

 

Staff Changes  
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Bus travel 

 
Diamond buses have informed the school of some poor and unacceptable behaviour displayed by pupils. This is 
clearly unacceptable. The school and the bus company have written to all parents. Please ensure that children 
are aware of the conditions of travel. Failure to follow the conditions of travel will result in Diamond Buses 
(with the school) serving temporary travel bans on pupils who are unable to comply.  

Some dates for your diaries 

 

SATs parents evening - What can I expect SATs to be about? – Thursday 18th January 6pm 

 

Primary Parents Evening – Years 5 & 6 parents evenings – Monday 22nd January, Monday 29th January and 

Thursday 1st February 4 – 7 pm. Appointment slots will be offered prior to the evenings via letters and pupil 

planners 

 

Pre-teen and teenager workshop – Thursday 8th February 6 – 8 pm. 

We are hoping to host and joint present a workshop evening where staff and parents can share tips and ideas 

on working with, offering guidance to and living with pre-teen and teenagers. More information to follow. 

 

Secondary Parents Evening – Years 7, 8 & 9 parents evening – Thursday 15th March, Monday 19th March and 

Thursday 22nd March 4 – 7 pm. Appointment slots will be offered prior to the evenings via letters and pupil 

planners, however we are investigating an online booking system. 

 

Parent Evenings are an important event in the calendar as it gives parents, teachers and pupils to discuss the 

progress being made within an academic year within a subject. However, please do not think or feel that this is 

the only opportunity that you have. If you have any questions regarding your child’s progress in a subject or at 

school, then please follow our communication flow chart below. Also, staff email addresses are on the schools 

website, so should you question be able to be answered via email, then please contact us this way and we will 

endeavour to reply within 48 hours of receiving the email. 

 

 

 



Ridgeway Academy Newsletter 
12th January 2018 

 

 

 



Ridgeway Academy Newsletter 
12th January 2018 

 
  

 
Year 8 options Evening  

 

It was lovely to see so many Year 8 parents and pupils at the school on Thursday evening (11th January) to 

discuss the options for GCSE that we start in Year 9. Thank you for coming out to the school on a cold, wet 

and miserable January evening. However, the conversations around the school about pupils, their 

progress and their option choices were very bright and warming. Thank you for coming and thank you for 

your positive comments. We will continue to update our website and social media sites with information 

on GSCEs for Year 8 and Year 9. As always, should you have any questions about GCSEs at Ridgeway, 

please either email staff (email addresses on our website) or book an appointment to meet staff involved 

and we will be happy to discuss. 
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The elephant in the room 

The issue of technology in bedrooms goes even further – and this is one that many parents want to ignore. It’s just 

too scary for words, but let’s try. 

“You need to keep electronic devices out of bedrooms for your child’s safety,” says digital parenting expert Ruth 

Dearing from Children and Technology. “Child exploitation and image abuse is now affecting one in five Australians; 

it’s a massive problem and it’s one that ruins lives.” 

“While your child can easily take a nude image of themselves in their bedroom behind a closed door, they aren’t 

likely to take the same image in the middle of your lounge room!” 

Kids in their rooms, with the whole big world of the internet at their fingertips, is bad news. 

It’s not a matter of trusting your child; it’s a matter of being aware that bad judgment calls can easily be made, and 

that not every person on the internet is a good person – from online predators to school bullies. 

 

I’m not suggesting that devices or social media are the devils in our children’s once innocent lives. 

But I’m aiming for my home to be a safe space for my children and I think you should too. 

 

 

  

http://childrenandtechnology.com/
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 Autumn Term Awards:  2017 

 

R S Cox Achievement Award   Year 5   Scarlett Alborghetti-Savage  

R S Cox Achievement Award         Year 6                Autumn Minchin  

R S Cox Achievement Award        Year 8                William Taylor – Lucas  

R S Cox Achievement Award         Year 9                Charlotte Chorley 

Stan Johnsons Music Award         Year 9                Tyler Tillsley  

Norman Turner Award for English  Year 6   Poppie Cox-Dawkins  

Norman Turner Award for English  Year 7  Imogen Cull  

Norman Turner Award for English  Year 8   Josh Turner  

Norman Turner Award for English  Year 9   Ellie Simmons  

Maths Award     Year 5   Amber Wiggett 

Maths Award     Year 6   Ellie Jones  

Maths Award     Year 7   Samuel Carter  

Maths Award     Year 8   Harriet-Lister-Hallam   

Maths Award     Year 9   Jacob Swann  

P E Award – Boys    Year 5   Harry Summers  

P E Award – Girls    Year 5  Summer Brandon 

P E Award – Boys    Year 8  Matty Johnson  

P E Award – Girls    Year 9  Jess Dodd      
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Walking to and from school... 

 

There have been incidents where members of the public have informed the school of pupils stepping out in the 

road without looking on the way home. If your child walks home, please remind them of the importance of being 

sensible and safe on the busy roads near our school. 

Dropping off and picking up before and after school... 

When dropping off or picking up children from school, could we please ask parents to be respectful to other drivers 

and our local community? 

Please do not drop off children in the yellow-hashed area outside the school.  

If you are collecting your child along Evesham Road, please could we ask that you park respectfully whilst waiting 

for your child. 

 

The school drive.... 

Recently, there have been occasions where busses have not been able to manoeuvre in the school drive as there 

have been too many cars on the school drive at the start or the end of the school day. This obviously causes 

congestion and can cause a risk to the safety of pupils. 

Unfortunately, the school drive is for staff and public transport vehicles.  

The barrier at the top of the drive will open for staff and public transport vehicles as well as vehicles of the pupils 

with medical conditions requiring drop off on the school premises.  

 

 

 

   


