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Dear all, 

 

As the weather brings a cold snap, we would like to remind pupils to wrap up warm on the way to and from school. 

There are a number of pupils walking down the school drive in the morning without coats on in temperatures of 

about 4 or 5 degrees. 

 

On a lighter note, it was lovely to see pupils and parents take part in the Christmas Fayre last week. Thank you for 

coming and thank you to Friends of Ridgeway for organising the whole event. 

 

All of us are excited about Christmas coming and the break. Whilst we are all waiting with anticipation for this, 

we are also reminding the pupils that school and work still continues right up until the day itself. There will be 

Christmas lunches and end of term rewards, so there will be time for pupils and staff to enjoy the festive period. 

However, there are still curriculum assessments and learning to be completed as we run up to the end of term. As 

with anything in life, we have to complete the normal and less exciting activities in order to be able to access the 

fun and festive events. 

 

Regards, 

 

Mike Bennett 

Head teacher 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Year 8 History – Bringing the Past to Life! 

 
 

Over the last couple of weeks, year 8 have been fortunate 

enough to have had a visit from a WWI soldier. Well, not 

technically a WWI soldier. In fact, more like our very 

own Mr Shakels! He spent time with each class teaching 

them all about life as a soldier and showed them original 

WWI kit and how it was used. The pupils got to handle 

the different artefacts and where thoroughly engaged and 

enthralled by the information they learnt. Thank you so 

much to Mr Shakels for giving up his time to support the 

pupils with their learning. 
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Pupils have been working with staff on acceptance, tolerance and cyberbullying in their 

PSHE lessons as well as assemblies. In the next few weeks we have West Mercia police 

also helping to deliver assemblies on acceptance, tolerance and cyberbullying. We have 

been emailing parents information and have also been posting information on our social 

media platforms. Please feel free to look at these as there is some good information and 

advice available for parents and pupils.  

For more information, please visit ridgeway.academy/cyberbullying 

 

 

 

 

Acceptance, Tolerance and Cyberbullying  

Your home is a safe space, for you and your kids. It’s a place where you can all switch off from the 

outside world, forget about everything and everyone and the only people allowed in are the ones you 

invite. 

At least, it used to be. 

But we now live in a time when everyone we know, and a whole stack of people we don’t know, are 

invited into our homes every day. It’s called the internet and social media. 

This intrusion into the safe space of our homes is affecting our kids, and its time that us parents step up 

to help them manage it. 

Technology in kids’ bedrooms: a bad idea 

What happens to devices at night-time is a big issue for families. Should your child be allowed to play 

games or chat with friends online, in bed, until they fall asleep? Or should there be a cut-off time, when 

devices are put down? 

Well, you can’t argue with science. One study found that kids who use devices at bedtime sleep less, 

get poorer quality sleep and are more tired during the day than kids who switch off earlier. 

And it gets more interesting: further research says it isn’t just using the devices that interrupts sleep. 

Even kids who have a phone or tablet device in their room – without using it at bedtime or during the 

night – still had that bad quality of sleep. 

 Related: Should siblings share a room? A psychologist’s advice 

 Related: Should adult children at home pay board? 

 Related: Those perfect nurseries on social media are a farce 
 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/article-abstract/2571467
https://www.sciencenews.org/blog/growth-curve/ban-screens-bedrooms-may-save-kids-sleep
https://www.domain.com.au/living/sharing-versus-separate-what-room-set-up-works-best-for-children-20170915-gyh5pf/
https://www.domain.com.au/living/why-its-important-that-adult-children-living-at-home-pay-board-20170523-gw8nbe/
https://www.domain.com.au/living/the-commercialisation-of-motherhood-why-the-perfect-nursery-is-a-farce-20171120-gznoh6/
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So you can forget blue-light filtered glasses or switching off the wi-fi to save your kids’ sleep. 

Simply having a device in their bedroom is keeping them awake. 

What’s good for the kids is good for the adults 

I asked my nine-year-old about a “no technology in bedrooms” rule and she said, “Sure, but adults 

should follow that rule, too”. 

She’s far from the only kid to see a double-standard. Last year, a US survey of 249 families asked the 

kids (aged between 10 and 17) their thoughts on household technology rules. Hypocrisy was one of 

the big issues they raised. 

“While parents tended not to be concerned about different rules for parents and children, many kids 

saw that as hypocritical,” the report says. “Children also found it easier to follow household 

technology rules when families had developed them collectively and when parents lived by them as 

well.” 

 

It’s a widely considered best practice approach to parenting: model the behaviour you want your kids 

to follow. So, we too need to switch off during some parts of the day and all of the night, if we want 

our kids to develop healthy technology habits. 

There are more issues at play 

We are a generation of parents who grew up without having these factors at play; it’s fair to say that 

we don’t truly understand what it’s like to be a teenager in this technology age. 

A friend’s pre-teen son told me recently that not responding to a message quickly is a social disaster. 

“If you don’t reply within five minutes, your friend thinks you hate them and you’re up for a big 

argument the next day.” 

Another friend’s teenage daughter said, “If you put up a post and it doesn’t get a certain number of 

likes within half an hour, then you have to take it down. Otherwise you’re going to get teased at 

school the next day.” 

Our kids are sitting at home (which should be their safe places), worrying about whether their actions 

that night are going to have huge social repercussions the next day. 

And we have no idea they have these pressures on them – unless, of course, we chat with them. You 

can’t do that if they’re locked away in their bedroom with their face in a screen until midnight. 
 

 

http://ns.umich.edu/new/releases/23590-technology-rules-what-kids-expect-of-parents
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The elephant in the room 

The issue of technology in bedrooms goes even further – and this is one that many parents want to ignore. 

It’s just too scary for words, but let’s try. 

“You need to keep electronic devices out of bedrooms for your child’s safety,” says digital parenting expert 

Ruth Dearing from Children and Technology. “Child exploitation and image abuse is now affecting one in 

five Australians; it’s a massive problem and it’s one that ruins lives.” 

“While your child can easily take a nude image of themselves in their bedroom behind a closed door, they 

aren’t likely to take the same image in the middle of your lounge room!” 

Kids in their rooms, with the whole big world of the internet at their fingertips, is bad news. 

It’s not a matter of trusting your child; it’s a matter of being aware that bad judgment calls can easily be 

made, and that not every person on the internet is a good person – from online predators to school bullies. 

 

I’m not suggesting that devices or social media are the devils in our children’s once innocent lives. 

But I’m aiming for my home to be a safe space for my children and I think you should too. 
 

 

  

http://childrenandtechnology.com/
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Christmas Fayre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils from Ridgeway Academy gave an outstanding performance at the Christmas Fayre this year. 

A very big thank you to all those who took part in the performances and well done.  
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Congratulations! Please meet in room 19 at 12.30pm, Friday 1st December 

Year 9 

Tyler Tillesley 

Rhiannon Hyde 

Girls’ dance troupe ( Jess, Karenza, Ella, Sammie, Lucy ) 

Year 8 

Esme Allen 

Tyler Smith 

Elyssa  Alabama-Hazelton 

Storm Cox 

Year 7 

Cameron Pitman 

Year 6 

Max Leake 

Frank Hands 

Mia/Grace/Ashlee 

Grace Thomas 

Jess Dainter 

Year 5 

Olivia Thomas 

Scarlett Alborghetti-Savage 

Ella Mansell 

Barnaby Ratcliffe 

Ashley Wedgbury and Georgie Hensey 

XTRA Factor finalists 
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The English department would like to say a huge thank you to the parents of our Year 5 pupils who came to 

our “National Reading Crisis” meeting on Thursday. 

The meeting was a big success an all parents commented on how enlightened they felt afterwards. 

If you were not able to attend the meeting, please find below, some information on the skills needed to 

develop your children. 

National Reading Crisis 
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It has been brought to our attention that pupils are bringing in homemade slime and homemade stress balls. 

We cannot allow these products in school as we are not confident of the ingredients used to make them and 

have concerns over potential allergic reactions. Borax is a substance used to create the slime. 

 Borax is a white, powdery mineral also known as boric acid, sodium borate, sodium tetraborate or 

disodium tetraborate – it can be toxic. ...  

Borax and its relatives can cause irritation to the skin and eyes and disrupt hormones.  

Please do not allow your child to bring into school homemade products which could potentially be harmful 

to children.  

 

 

 

The school has noticed that absence levels amongst pupils have been high. Clearly, there have been a lot of 

viruses and bugs this term. The teaching staff are not immune from this either and we have experienced 

some staff absence due to illness. 

Please make sure that your child has recovered fully from an illness before returning to school during this time. 

We can hope that the cold snap might eradicate the bugs. 

Travelling to and from school 

Crossing Patrol Officer 

As you will be aware, Worcestershire County Council Highways department have been trying to recruit a 

Crossing Patrol Officer for the Evesham Road/Ridgeway Crossing since August 2014 and have been 

unsuccessful so far. If you know of anyone interested in this vacancy then please tell them to contact:  

Jacqui Phillips, Road Safety Team Leader, Sustainable Transport Unit, Worcestershire County Council, 

County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP 

Tel: 01905 768353 

The school has contacted the Road safety Team of the County Council about children crossing the road 

without the Crossing Patrol Officer and whether other solutions are viable and they are currently reviewing 

procedures. 

Please be careful when crossing the road outside of the school. 

Homemade slime and the use of Borax  

Sickness and absence  
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Walking to and from school... 

 

There have been incidents where members of the public have informed the school of pupils stepping out in 

the road without looking on the way home. If your child walks home, please remind them of the importance 

of being sensible and safe on the busy roads near our school. 

Dropping off and picking up before and after school... 

When dropping off or picking up children from school, could we please ask parents to be respectful to 

other drivers and our local community? 

Please do not drop off children in the yellow-hashed area outside the school.  

If you are collecting your child along Evesham Road, please could we ask that you park respectfully whilst 

waiting for your child. 

 

The school drive.... 

Recently, there have been occasions where busses have not been able to manoeuvre in the school drive as 

there have been too many cars on the school drive at the start or the end of the school day. This obviously 

causes congestion and can cause a risk to the safety of pupils. 

Unfortunately, the school drive is for staff and public transport vehicles.  

The barrier at the top of the drive will open for staff and public transport vehicles as well as vehicles of the 

pupils with medical conditions requiring drop off on the school premises.  

 

Bus travel 

Diamond buses have informed the school of some poor and unacceptable behaviour displayed by pupils. 

This is clearly unacceptable. The school and the bus company have written to all parents and copy is 

attached. Please ensure that children are aware of the conditions of travel. Failure to follow the conditions 

of travel will result in Diamond Buses (with the school) serving temporary travel bans on pupils who are 

unable to comply. 

 


