
 

 

 

 
 Year 8 Short Report 18th December 2017 
 
Dear Year 8 Parent/Carer, 

Please find enclosed a short progress report for your child. From this report, you will be able to see how your 

child is progressing academically and also how they are approaching their learning. To help you understand the 

report fully, we have included some frequently asked questions below. 

How is progress measured? 

Pupils’ end of year targets are set based on prior performance (KS2 SATs). The performance of your child is 

then tracked rigorously using GCSE styled assessments. 

So my child’s Art, DT, ICT etc. target is based on maths and English assessments? 

Secondary schools are judged on the progress children make from the end of KS2 to the end of KS4. FFT Aspire 

(the UK’s leading educational analysis tool) supports the school in setting targets in all subjects.  

How do I know if my child is making progress in each subject during their first term of year 8? 

The teachers have graded the progress of your child in each subject in the right column under ‘Autumn term 

Progress’. The scores for both progress and attitude to learning are explained at the bottom of the report.  

It says my child is ‘significantly below’/‘below target’, should I be worried? 

Pupil progress is not always linear. The topic taught that term along with a number of other factors can 

influence how a pupil performs. The grading in the ‘Progress’ column will give you a more accurate reflection 

of your child’s progress since September. A teacher will contact you if they have any concerns about your 

child’s progress, however if you have any concerns, please don’t hesitate in contacting the subject teacher.  

My child is being assessed using numbers, what do they mean? 

As you may be aware, your child will be assessed at GCSE level using a 9-1 to scale (9 being the highest) 

replacing the more commonly known A*-G. Your child will be assessed using the new 9-1 scale from year 8 all 

the way though to year 11. If pupils are not yet working at a GCSE grade 1 then <1 or P will be used. The +, = 

and – demonstrate how secure your child is within the level.  Although monitoring progress using this scale 

may be helpful, it is more important for pupils, parents and teachers to know what your child is good at and 

what they need to improve on. There is further information on the new 9-1 scale on the school website.   

What level should my child be working at in year 8? Are pupils no longer using A, B, C pathway terminology? 

Although a direct comparison at this stage may not be totally accurate, we believe a child working at a GCSE 

grade 3 by the end of year 8 would be at age related expectations. Pupils previous pathways are still helpful in 
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looking at the potential grades pupils will get in their GCSEs. It will also be helpful in determining which 

Pathway to opt for when choosing your child’s GCSE options from January 2018.  

My child is currently working at a grade 2, does this mean they will go and get a grade 5 at GCSE level? 

For some subjects, yes a linear flight path may be expected. However as mentioned before, a number of 

factors can influence pupil’s progress. Also for some subjects (e.g. Core PE and Computer Studies) the KS3 

Curriculum may not correlate with the KS4 curriculum so accurate predictions of GCSE grades at this point 

cannot be made 

What do the behaviour points relate to? 

We are very fortunate to have such fantastic children at Ridgeway Academy. We want all pupils to leave 

Ridgeway with excellent qualifications but more importantly, as a well-rounded young person. Pupils receive 

positive behaviour points for meeting or exceeding the high standards we set and are rewarded termly 

depending on the number they receive. Pupils may also receive negative behaviour points for displaying 

unwanted behaviours.   

What if I want to discuss this report with a teacher? 

If your query is subject specific, please contact the relevant teacher to discuss this. If you want to have a more 

generic conversation, then please contact your child’s form tutor. Communication can be made via your child’s 

school planner, phone or email. All staff email contacts can be found on the school website.  

How can I help my child? 

The most important thing for your child is that they are safe and happy. Along with yours and your child’s 

support, they will make great progress at Ridgeway Academy. By supporting your child with homework and 

revision you will be helping your child to reach their true potential. 

I hope you find this report both helpful and constructive in terms of supporting your child. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr T Clarkson 
Assistant Headteacher    
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