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New GCSEs, new grades.
There is no direct equivalence between the number grades on the new 
system and the letter grades on the old system, but for comparison 
purposes the following table may be useful.



Although previous slides would suggest that the new ‘C grade’ is roughly 
a grade 4 in the new system, we believe a good pass will be measured as 
a grade 5

YR 7 YR 8 YR 9 YR 10 YR 11 GCSE TARGET

A1 9

A1 A2 8

A1 A2 A3 7

A1 A2 A3 B1 6

A1 A2 A3 B1 B2 5 "Good Pass"

A2 A3 B1 B2 B3 4

A3 B1 B2 B3 C1 3

B1 B2 B3 C1 C2 2

B2 B3 C1 C2 C3 1

B3 C1 C2 C3 W N

C1 C2 C3 W

C2 C3 W

C3 W

W

New GCSEs, new grades, new pathways



We have made a decision at Ridgeway 
Academy to provide the pupils with a 
three year programme towards Year 11 
examinations.



Compulsory Subjects

• English Language & English Literature - up to 
2 GCSEs

• Mathematics – 1 GCSE

• Combined Science (double)  – 2 GCSEs

• Physical Education – non examination

• PDC (Personal Development Curriculum –
RE, PSHE and Citizenship) – non examination



What are EBacc subjects?

• The EBacc includes rigorous academic 
subjects. Good grades in these demonstrate 
to universities and employers how hard a 
pupil can work. They also teach skills that are 
useful in a wide range of higher education 
courses and careers.

• Top universities and employers may look for 
candidates that have studied a modern 
foreign language (French, German or 
Spanish), and a humanities subject (History 
or Geography).

• Whilst it is not essential to choose the full 
suite of EBacc subjects, they are highly 
regarded by the top universities compared to 
other subjects.



EBacc Subjects
Recommendations for different Pathways

Pathway A History or 
Geography

French or 
German

Pathway B History or 
Geography

French or 
Spanish

Pathway C
(non EBacc)

CoPE or ICT 
Cambridge

BTEC Animal 
Care or CoPE



Optional Subjects



Choice?

• The subjects listed previously will take up 19 of the 25 lessons per 
week, this is 76% of your timetable. 

• You will have chosen 2 of the EBacc subjects.

• What do you do with the remaining 6 lessons per week?

• You have 2 choices from the list of optional subjects. (list 4 in 
preference order)

• We aim to provide you with your first and second choices but it 
may not be possible due to timetable constraints.

• Each option you choose will run for three lessons per week. 



Optional Subjects offered at 

Ridgeway Academy

• History GCSE

• French GCSE

• Spanish GCSE

• German GCSE

• Geography GCSE

• Food and Nutrition GCSE

• Music GCSE

• Physical Education GCSE

• Drama GCSE

• Design Technology GCSE

• Triple Science

• Art and Design GCSE

• Performing Arts GCSE

• Business Studies GCSE

• Computer Science GCSE

• IT Cambridge Nationals Level 2 CERT

• Religious Studies GCSE

• Citizenship GCSE

• Media GCSE

• Sociology GCSE

• Certificate of Personal Effectiveness –Level 1

• BTEC First award in Hospitality

• BTEC First award in Performing Arts

• Forest School Qualification

• BTEC First award in Animal Care



Good reasons for your choices..

• I am good at this subject

• I enjoy this subject very much

• I have researched this subject and know I would enjoy it

• My teachers have told me that I am good at this subject

• This subject may help me when I am older

• I am good at doing the things involved in this subject



Bad reasons for your choices..

• My friend is choosing this subject

• My older brother also did this subject

• I like the teacher who currently teaches me this subject

• This subject is new so it must be good

• My parents want me to do this subject even though I do 
not enjoy it

• My parents want me to do this subject even though I am 
not so good at it



Don’t think everything in the future is 
dependent on the choices you make now…

• The options you choose now will help your career or college or 
university choice but will not hinder careers choices at this stage.

• Choose what you are good at and what you enjoy

• Choose a broad and balanced curriculum.



Pathway C

John works hard but finds some of his subjects difficult. 
John knows he wants to work when he leaves school so he 
will study the compulsory subjects. 

He will be recommended optional subjects that are most 
suited to his needs. 

John can choose some BTECs which will help him to gain
more experience in vocational courses to prepare him for
the world of work.



Pathway B

Andrew is able and works hard. He is working at Pathway B in many 
of his subjects. Andrew may choose to complete A-Levels or an 
apprenticeship or go to college/university. 

Andrew will study the compulsory subjects and then will have a 
number of EBacc subjects to choose from and then choose 2 of 
optional subjects recommended to him from the list. He will be 
allocated 2 of the 4 that he chooses.  Andrew can choose BTECs for 
some more practical subjects but these will not count towards his 
EBacc.



Pathway A

Sophie is able and works hard. She is on Pathway A or B in most 
subjects although she excels in science. She may want to study A 
levels and AS levels and possibly attend university.

Sophie will study the compulsory subjects and then will have a 
number of EBacc subjects to choose from. She will be 
recommended to follow Pathway A in order to complete triple 
sciences. Then choose 2 of the optional subjects recommended to 
her from the list. She will be allocated 2 of the 4 that she chooses. 



English Language & Literature

Mathematics

Science

EBacc/other Option 

Block

Pick one subject 

from this box

Open Option Block

Pick 2 subjects and 

a 2 reserves



What’s Different about Key Stage 4?
 Greater personal responsibility throughout KS4

 Higher level and greater amount of learning and 
homework

 More independent learning

 Mock and final examinations 

 Be prepared to give time to your studies





Pupils should…

• Organise yourself

• Make good use of planner/diary to help keep on top of homework and 
coursework

• Devote time at home 

• Study and/or revise as routine

• Create study and revision plans

• Work hard BUT find the right balance (hobbies, interests, clubs)

• Stay motivated and keep the next stage of your lives firmly in mind!

• Ask for help!



Parents should…

• Checking homework and planner/diary

• Check to see if your child has any homework – are they doing it?

• Help to set up routines of work. If they start off well, it is easy to 
stay on that course

• Ask questions about what they are doing in class

• Contacting the school if in doubt



• Should I base GCSE options on what I’m good at?

• Should I base GCSE options on what I enjoy?

• Should I choose a GCSE subject because I like the teacher?

• Should I choose a GCSE subject because my friends are doing it?

• How much should money and future salary be a factor when I’m 
choosing GCSEs?

• Whose advice should I listen to when choosing GCSE options?

• Are my A-level choices affected by the GCSE choices I make now?

• Do universities care about which GCSE options you choose?

• Should I think about how courses are marked when choosing my 
GCSE options?

• How important is it to get good grades in my GCSEs?

• Should I take subjects which aren’t GCSEs?

• Can I still go to college/university if I complete BTEC courses?
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