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Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Thank you to all parents and pupils for ensuring that the first half term back has started so well. The last seven 

weeks have been busy yet all of the pupils have settled back into the routines really well. Well done to the pupils 

and also parents who have supported them in doing this.  

Obviously, the weather is likely to turn colder, could we please ensure all pupils are wearing appropriate 

clothing for the weather conditions. 

  

During the half term break we have extended our food technology workspace, as you can see the pupils are now 

enjoying the benefits of the new facilities. 

 

  

 

Regards, 

 

Mike Bennett 

Head teacher 
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History Art work  

Pupils in history have been studying World War I. Part of their homework was to create a 

model of the Trenches the troops of both sides fought in. As we head towards 

remembrance Sunday, we thought it fitting that we display these.  

 

 

Billy Brind, Samuel Adams, 

Emily Wright and Caitlin 

Williams displaying their 

Trenches  

 
 

Louis Shaw displaying his trench  Mark Lewis displaying his 

Trench  
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RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 

 
Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, Redditch, Worcestershire B96 6BD 

Telephone: 01527 892867 

Email: office@ridgeway.academy      Website: www.ridgeway.academy 

Head Teacher: Mike Bennett 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

The National Reading Crisis in our schools! 

As we are drawing closer to the end of the year, we would like to invite you to enjoy a glass of wine and a mince 

pie, as we reflect our roles in combatting the current reading crisis both at Ridgeway Academy and nationally in 

schools. 

Are you struggling to get your child reading? 

From coverage in the media, we are all aware that there is nationwide concern over young people not engaging 

with reading for pleasure. With the growth of technology, there is such a wealth of on-screen entertainment that 

young adults are choosing to spend time on their devices, rather than reading. It is a problem for all of us that we 

would like to try to address together. 

How can you help your child to really make a difference for their future now? 

With the change in the GCSE examinations, students will need a reading age of 14+ to access the texts. 

Moreover, as the specifications have become more challenging, your children will have to read independently, 

and at length, in order to cover the curriculum, particularly in English. We want to tackle this issue in KS2 to 

maximise the potential of every child, with a combined support package from school and home.  

Come and hear vital information regarding effective and essential tools for reading.  

We would welcome your commitment, so please join us on Thursday 30th November, from 6pm to start the ball 

rolling. There will be a short presentation by the English Department to explain the difference between teaching 

reading skills and supporting children to improve their reading age. We will also provide suggestions for you to 

use at home with your child. Afterwards, there will be an opportunity to speak to your child’s English teacher to 

discuss their reading age, following the most recent test. 

Please could you return the tear-off slip to your child’s class teacher if you would like to attend, in order that we 

can cater for the refreshments? 

Thank you, in advance, for your support. 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs P. Nesbitt 

Head of Communication Faculty. 

 

 

http://www.ridgeway.academy/
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Another fantastic Year 9 trip to the Arete Centre in Llanrug, North Wales. A 

week of walking, rafting, abseiling, climbing, bodyboarding, coasteering, 

caving, orienteering, problem solving, team building, great banter, and for 

some, how to make a sandwich!! All the pupils were an asset to the school, so 

a massive thank you to all who took part. Roll on next year!! 

Photos are now available on the Arete website. Scroll down to the link on the 

bottom of their home page. 

http://www.aretecentre.co.uk/ 
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This week Y7 have had the exciting opportunity to visit Chedworth Roman Villa. They were given a brilliant 

guided tour of the remains, which included learning about the hypocaust, Roman mosaics and even the latrine! 

In addition, they spend time becoming archaeologists, handling original Roman artefacts and learning how the 

Romans lived in Britain 2000 years ago. As ever, the pupils were a delight and it was a pleasure to take them 

out for the day. Their history teachers are looking forward to seeing their final Chedworth projects at the end of 

the term (all details of which will be on Show My Homework in the coming week.) 
 

Well done Y7 on a great trip! 
 

Mrs Leeson, Miss Jones and Mr Frost 
 

 

 


