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NEW YEAR GROUP AND EXPERT STAFF 

You may well have noticed that Ridgeway has been advertising for staff recently.  This is 

due to our planned expansion and we are pleased to announce that we have appointed 

the following teachers: 

Mrs H Price:     An experienced secondary Design & Technology teachers   -  starts with 

Ridgeway after Easter. 

Mrs J Harris:   An experienced senior leader of a secondary school who has taught 

Science to all year groups.  Mrs Harris starts with Ridgeway after Easter. 

Mrs K Deane:  An experienced teacher of Science across all year groups—starts with 

Ridgeway in July. 

Mrs F Yaker:  An experienced secondary French and Spanish teacher who is  a French 

national  -  starts  with Ridgeway in September. 

We hope to appoint two more new staff to compliment our team as we have planned our 

Key Stage 4 curriculum and we are now looking forward to delivering it.  We are very 

pleased that Ridgeway will have over 90 pupils in Year 9 next year.  This means that three 

quarters of the current Year 8 are remaining with the school and some pupils from other 

Middle Schools have decided to join the school in Year 9 and some in Year 7. 

GOODBYE 

Mrs J Cole, over the last 18 months, has re-energised the Design and Technology area of 

the school and put some sound procedures in place ready for GCSE.  Sadly, for the 

school, Mrs Cole has decided to focus on community teaching of D&T in Herefordshire 

(where she lives).  She will be missed by the school, but we wish her well in her new 

ventures and thank her for all her work in the D&T area of the school. 



THE GUV’NORS  

 March  2017 

 

This term as usual is flying by and Easter will 

soon be with us.  Some of us governors have 

been fortunate enough to have had a lot of 

involvement with school this term.  Many of 

us have been able to go into Year  6 lessons 

and as ever, the staff have been welcoming.   

Earlier in the term we were invited to take 

part in a review of the Problem Solving 

Faculty.  This is the name given to the faculty 

which incudes  Maths and DT.  We always 

enjoy these days as we are able to take part 

in learning walks when we see a number of 

different lessons and spend a lot of time 

with pupils, talking to them and also looking 

at their books.  We were delighted to see the 

enthusiasm from the pupils for these 

curriculum subjects.  Even children who 

professed not to like Maths said they 

enjoyed their lessons!  We felt there was a 

real buzz from all the children we talked to 

who represented a range of abilities.   

With our new secondary status and the fact 

that from next September we will have a 

Year 9 group we have needed to increase 

our teaching staff.  We have been very 

fortunate to have been able to appoint some 

very talented and experienced staff with lots 

of GCSE experience in the Science, Modern 

Foreign Languages and DT departments. 

With SATs looming after the Easter break, 

staff have been preparing our Year 6 children 

and as part of this preparation have been 

running booster sessions in English and 

Maths.  These sessions are held on a 

Thursday after school and are open to all 

children in this year group.  English sessions 

took place for six weeks earlier in the term 

and Maths sessions are running at the 

moment.  In the sessions staff are able to 

work with small groups and target where the 

children would like to help.  We wish all Year 

6 children good luck for their SATs tests in 

May. 

 

Jane Craig  

Vice-Chair of Governors 

Attendance  
Year 5  -  95.9%                Year 6 - 96.2% 

Year 7 - 95%                             Year 8 - 95.7% 
Parents/carers please remember to: 

Phone school to advise the reason for absence on the first day 

Send a letter on their return to school to confirm the absence 



Explore 

The Year 6 pupils have been 

studying the Aztecs in explore 

lessons, here are some interesting 

facts about this culture: 

 Aztec people were artistic and 
creative who loved to sculpt and 
create pottery. 
 They put a strong emphasis on 
the education of children and they 
were taught other vocational skills 
to survive later in their lives. 
 They had an advance system for 
keeping records. For maintaining 
records about tax, religious 
sacrifices and others, they used 
deer skins and tree barks. 
 Aztecs were the first to introduce 
chocolate.  They would often sell 
their children to the wealthy class 
to pay off their debts. The 
punishment for disobeying the law 
was often death. 
 Their deceased were often buried 
along with a dog so that he could 
help them to the afterlife. 
It is estimated that Aztecs sacrificed 

Geography 

 
Fascinating Geography Facts: 

 

Buenos Aires, Los Angeles, Cape 
Town, and Sydney are each 
thousands of miles apart and are 
known for having unusually pleasant 
year-round climates, and they are all 
almost identical distances from the 
Equator. 

Glasgow is About 280 miles North of 
London 

Keep going another 250 miles north 
for Stockholm, another 370 miles 
north to reach Reykjavik, and 413 
miles north to reach Hammerfest, 
Norway, which is almost 5,000 miles 
north of the Equator. 
 

If you combine England, Wales, 
Scotland, and Northern Ireland, then 
together they are a bit smaller than 
the state of Michigan in the USA 
 

About 90% of the world’s population 
lives in the Northern Hemisphere. 

 
Scientists recently discovered that 
Florida and Hudson Bay in Canada 
are getting about 1 inch closer every 
36 years.  



Dates for your Diary …. 

 

Thursday 6 April 2017 

  Easter Disco 6-8pm 

Friday 7 April 2017 

  School closed for Easter Holidays 

Monday 24 April 2017 

  INSET Day 

Tuesday 25 April 2017 

  School re-opens @ 8.25am 

 

Ashleigh Thomas is raising 
money for Children with 
Cancer UK Bloodwise formerly 
known as Leukaemia and 
Lymphoma Research. Sponsor 
them with Virgin Money 
Giving.  

Ashleigh’s charities are The 
Princesses Trust for her hair 
and Bloodwise and Children 
with Cancer so far raising £73  

PARENT PAY:  

Parent Pay commenced 1 March 

and it is important that you 

activate your account in order 

for you to receive 

communication from the 

school.  Payments 4 Schools will 

no longer work for payments so 

please do not use this.  Should 

you not have received an 

activation letter please contact 

the office. 



PSHE 
Pupils have been looking at road safety in their PSHE lessons 

recently.  Can you complete this wordsearch? 

CHILDREN’S SUPERVISOR VACANCY 
Scale 1 SCP6 (5 hours per week) 

 
Ridgeway Academy is a successful and friendly school that provides exciting and rewarding 
learning opportunities for its pupils.  We require Lunchtime Supervisors to work with our 
existing staff and offer supervision of pupils during the lunch time period. The role would 
require inside and outside working. 
 

Ridgeway is a friendly and supportive place to work that can offer exciting and different 
challenges.  
Application pack available from: 
 

Mrs S. Evans –  SSO:  Records & Leadership Support at Ridgeway Academy 
Telephone: 01527 892867 

e-mail: jobvacs@ridgeway.academy 
www.ridgeway.academy 

http://www.ridgeway.academy


 

  

Friends of Ridgeway 

News  

 
  Upcoming Diary Dates 
 

 Easter Disco : Thursday 6th April  -  6 to 8pm 

Tickets on sale in school Reception at morning 

break from Monday 3 April 

 

The Next meeting of Friends of Ridgeway is 15 

May which will be held at The Bell (7.30pm)  

where we will be discussing the Summer Fayre  -  

all welcome to share ideas to invigorate the Fayre. 








