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Attendance  
Year 5  -  96.1%                Year 6 -  96.5% 

Year 7 - 95.5 %                             Year 8 -  96.2% 
Parents/carers please remember to: 

Phone school to advise the reason for absence on the first day 

Send a letter on their return to school to confirm the absence 

Dear Parents and Carers 

The last few weeks have seen Ridgeway work with a number of schools. 

We have hosted pupils from several First School from Redditch who 

have taken part in Sport days, English days, Maths days or Science 

days. Ridgeway has also been working with an organisation called 

‘Schools of Tomorrow’ where we audit each other’s schools, look at 

strengths and weaknesses and look to help and support each other. The 

schools involved in this programme are both local within Worcestershire 

and further afield in Bristol and Sandwell. We are keen to learn from 

other schools and we encourage the pupils in school to not only learn 

from their teachers, but also from each other. 

Kind regards  

Mike Bennett 
Head Teacher  



Parent Readers Programme 

For any parents and guardians that want to be involved in the life of the school, following 

on from a really successful year - we are looking to run the Parent Readers Programme 

again from September 2016. The programme will involve you supporting and reading with 

small groups of children during the school day and asking key comprehension questions. If 

you are available between 8.25am and 3.00pm we would be very grateful if you can help. 

If you can give some of your time, however big or small to help with our reading pro-

gramme, an expression of interest should be sent to the office and a member of the office 

team or I will get back to you. 

Many thanks 

Mrs A Riddell 

 

 

 

 

Please send in any unwanted board games.  We would like to 
use them in classes during wet lunch breaks and appreciate 
any that you can spare. 

Please send them in with your child and they will be allocated to classes based 
upon need. 

 

Thank you. 

Mrs Tait 



How can I encourage my daughter to talk about 

things?  When there’s something on her mind she just 

bangs around the house glaring at everyone 

One of the hardest aspects of living with teenagers is that they tend to communicate 

what they want or need through their behaviour.  And more often than not the 

behaviours they choose are those that we find unacceptable.  We end up responding to 

the behaviour (rather than what lies beneath) - usually with bewilderment (What 

brought that on?, What have I done now?) and anger (How dare she behave like this at 

home?) and before we know it we have confronted them over the behaviour and we’re 

into a full-scale row!  So how can you encourage them to talk to you? 

Learn to understand the language of ‘STROP’!  When teenagers’ emotions are running 

high they may want your time and attention, but the way they communicate this is 

more likely to be through a slammed door, a face like thunder and some suspect under-

breath muttering rather than a polite request for a moment of your time. 

Try to respond to the language of ‘STROP’ like a detective rather than 

a police officer—ask yourself what feelings might be underlying the 

behaviour.  Resist the urge to respond to the immediate behaviour  -  

this can be sorted later. 

Make it clear that you understand that something has upset her, and 

ask if she would like to have a chat.  Keep letting her know that you 

are available to listen if she refuses the first time  -  she will need to 

calm down before she is ready to talk. 

Look out for any indication that she is ready to talk  - when there is a 

change in the behaviour for example from stroppy to morose.  

Remember she may not be able to ask directly for help. 

Try to make the time to talk when she seems ready  -  even if it isn’t terribly convenient.  

It is difficult for teenagers to risk making themselves vulnerable by asking for help.  If 

you really can’t stop and have a chat there and then, explain why and agree a ‘talk-time’ 

asap.  (Don’t forget about it—teenagers are easily discouraged from trying again). 

Find somewhere comfortable where you won’t be interrupted and let her know you are 

interested and have time to listen.  Give her all of your attention  - if you are thinking ‘I 

really should be getting on with that washing’, the message will come across loud and 

clear. 



 

 

 

 

The People and Society Faculty have had a very busy first few months of the Autumn term, 

here are some of the things we have done! 

 

Explore and Discover 
In Year 5 and 6 the pupils have mainly been focusing on History so far this term. Year 5 

have been studying a unit of work entitled ‘Walk like an Egyptian’.  They have been 

producing fantastic role plays about the mummification process and they have also 

produced wonderful sarcophagus class collages.  Year 6 have been looking at a unit 

called ‘The Power of the Rose’ – this has been focusing on the Tudor dynasty.  They have 

produced amazing raps, poems and songs about Henry VIII and his six wives plus some 

awesome artwork related to Henry’s wives. 

 

History 
In year 7 the pupils have been looking at the Roman invasion of Britain.  They recently 

visited a Roman Villa (Chedworth) to get a hands on experience of history.  The pupils 

particularly enjoyed the archaeology activity where they handled artefacts from the 

Roman times.  The pupils behavior was exceptional and all the staff involved in the visit 

were extremely proud of the pupils both in terms of behavior and historical knowledge.  

Year 8 have been looking at World War One.  They have particularly focused on life in the 

trenches.  Some incredibly emotive diary entries have been written about this horrendous 

time. 

 

Geography 
Year 7 have been studying a unit of work called ‘What is Geography?’  This has involved 

focusing on the different types of Geography (physical, human and environmental).  A 

wonderful display has been produced about the various mass extinctions that have 

happened over Earths history.  Year 8 have been studying population and have been 

looking in detail at China’s one child policy.  They have been looking at why the policy has 

been relaxed in recent years due to an ageing population. 

 
 



 

RE 
Year 5 have been looking at Sacred Texts and in particular the books of the Bible – they 

have learnt a song to remember the various books as well!  Year 6 have been studying 

Sikhism in detail, particularly looking at the Sikh place of worship, the Gurdwara.  Year 

7 have been focusing on Judaism and their holy book the Torah.  The Year 8’s have 

been looking at religious leaders, such as Jesus.  One of the aspects of RE they have 

particularly enjoyed is planning and teaching their own RE lessons.  They also discussed 

whether football was a religion – this was something certain pupils (and teachers) had 

very strong opinions about! 
 

Science 
In Year 5 the pupils have been looking at materials.  An experiment they particularly 

enjoyed was measuring the absorbency of a paper towel!  Year 6 have been looking at 

circuits, they have created their own and they also tested different materials for 

conductivity.  Year 7 have been looking at a particularly fascinating topic in forensics, 

one recent lesson involved investigating blood spatter!  Finally, the Year 8’s have been 

looking at climate change.  They have tried to find the best insulators and have looked 

in detail at energy transfer. 

 

PSHE 

The whole school has been looking at various issues in their PSHE time, these include 

friendships, rights and responsibilities, firework safety and online issues such as cyber 

bullying.  The pupils have been producing role plays, PowerPoints and having in depth 

discussions about the topics. 
 



 

 

More than half of the coastline of the entire United States is in Alaska. 

The Amazon rainforest produces more than 20% the world's oxygen supply. 

The Amazon River pushes so much water into the Atlantic Ocean that, more 

than one hundred miles at sea off the mouth of the river, one can dip fresh 

water out of the ocean. 

The volume of water in the Amazon river is greater than the next eight 

largest rivers in the world combined and three times the flow of all rivers in 

the United States. 

Antarctica is the only land on our planet that is not owned by any country. 

Brazil got its name from the nut, not the other way around. 

Canada has more lakes than the rest of the world combined. Canada is an 

Indian word meaning ' Big Village.' 

Next to Warsaw , Chicago has the largest Polish population in the world. 

Woodward Avenue in Detroit, Michigan, carries the designation M-1, so 

named because it was the first paved road anywhere. 

Damascus, Syria, was flourishing a couple of thousand years before Rome 

was founded in 753 BC, making it the oldest continuously inhabited city in 

existence. 

Istanbul, Turkey, is the only city in the world located on two continents. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A working party of staff are currently working on options and potential choices for 

pupils. Look out towards the end of this term and the beginning of the next term 

for letters and information regarding options and KS4 curriculum. The Year 8 

options evening is scheduled for 17th January 2017  -  6pm to 8pm. 

  

 

 

 

Our staff are working hard behind the scenes to ensure that the school is up-to

-date with the new developments and changes to GCSEs and exams. For 

example, our Head of Maths (Mr Hayward) has met the Edexcel lead for the 

subject. Our Head of English (Mrs Riddell) is meeting with the Edexcel exam 

board subject lead and our new Head of Science (Dr Watson) is meeting with 

the Edexcel Science lead all in the next few weeks at school. Several other staff 

have or are attending exam board specification courses. Should you have any 

questions regarding GCSEs at Ridgeway, please feel free to contact the school. 



Some Parking Myths 

·       It's ok to park on double yellow lines if it's only for a few minutes    Not true. Unless you have a 

disabled parking permit you are not permitted to park on double yellow lines at any time and the 

restrictions apply 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. There are a very few exceptions to this and there 

will be signs to indicate times/dates where it may be permitted. You could face a fine of £30 if you 

park illegally or you could even have your car towed away. 

·       I've only parked on the pavement to leave more room on the road   Parking a vehicle on the 

pavement could lead to an offence of obstruction being committed. This could result in a fixed 

penalty notice being issued to offending vehicles. It can also cause danger/nuisance for pedestrians 

and wheelchairs users. 

·       I'm parked on a grass verge, so I should be ok    Again, this is not always true. Vehicles cannot park, 

either fully or partly, on council-owned grass verges. Often there are local bye laws in place to 

prevent this, due to the damage vehicles can cause to grass or the need to keep access to 

properties clear. If the land is privately owned and the landowner gives permission, then you may 

be able to park on a grass verge lawfully. 

·       I'm dropping off my kids to school, so it's ok to park on the zig-zig lines outside   Please park 

considerately when dropping off children at schools. If you park on zig-zag lines, you could be 

committing an offence of obstruction, be liable for a £30 parking fine and even have your vehicle 

impounded, which will then cost a further £150 to release. 

 HIGH WAY CODE - 243—   DO NOT stop or park 

·       near a school entrance 

·       anywhere you would prevent access for Emergency Services 

·       at or near a bus or tram stop or taxi rank 

·       on the approach to a level crossing/tramway crossing 

·       opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction, except in an authorised parking space 

·       near the brow of a hill or hump bridge 

·       opposite a traffic island or (if this would cause an obstruction) another 

parked vehicle 

·       where you would force other traffic to enter a tram lane 

·       where the kerb has been lowered to help wheelchair users and powered 

mobility vehicles 

·       in front of an entrance to a property 

·       on a bend 

·       where you would obstruct cyclists’ use of cycle facilities except when forced to do so by stationary 

traffic. 



Friends of Ridgeway 


