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Dear All 

Once again we see the end of a busy 

half-term.  The school is, as you know 

and would expect, focusing on SATs as 

we run up to May, but also making 

plans for the  future regarding GCSE 

options and other developments.  

Thank you to all the parents and 

pupils that attended the Options 

Evening.  We are now working on the 

information that the pupils have given 

us.  There will be letters coming home 

soon about the schools ambitions to 

extend parts of the building.  Some of 

the staff and pupils have come up with 

exciting plans and ideas.  I hope you 

will look out for these next half term. 

I do hope that you are all able to enjoy 

some quality family time over the half-

term break. 

Kind Regards. 

Mike Bennett 
Head Teacher 

GOING HOME AT 3PM:  Do pupils know where to go at the end of school?  Many 

children have different ways of getting home or being collected.  Staff do remind 

pupils that if they are not collected within 15 minutes of the close of school to 

come to Reception and we will contact home.  With school buses, taxis and pupils 

making their own way home and others being collected by family members, it is 

important that pupils know how to get home, who is collecting them or where to 

be picked up and what to do if things go wrong.  The school  Reception is manned 

until 4pm each night, so should pupils be unsure of how to get home, they can 

always check with Reception. Should you need after school care for your child, 

Denim Club (run by Polka Dot World) is available until 5.30pm every day.  Please 

contact 01789 290101 for more details. 



YEAR 8 GIRLS  

BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 

Huge congratulations go to the Year 8 girls  

basketball team who played their recent 

tournament at Trinity High School.  In the 

group stage they played St Bedes A team 

and Birchensale B team, and won one and 

lost one.  This meant that the girls 

qualified for the semi finals and would 

play the winners of the other group.  They 

went on to beat the St Bedes B team and 

found themselves through to the final to 

face the Birchensale A team.  It was a nail 

biting final with both teams 

demonstrating excellent skills and team 

play.  We were leading for much of the 

game but during the final minute of the 

game Birchensale scored another basket 

bring the score to 6-6.  The final whistle 

blew finishing on a draw, resulting in joint 

district winners which were deserved by 

both teams.  The girls were a credit to 

themselves and I am extremely proud of 

them all.  Well done.   

Mrs Coleman 

YEAR 7 GIRLS 

SCHOOL GAMES NETBALL 

TOURNAMENT 

The Year 7 girls played their first 

tournament of the season this half-

term and were up against some stiff 

competition.  The qualifying rounds 

were played at St Augustines High 

School, where the girls were tested 

to the max playing three very good 

teams, however, we came second in 

the group, which resulted in the girls 

getting through to the finals. 

The finals were held at Tudor Grange 

and again the skill level of the 

students across all schools was very 

impressive.  After some challenging 

matches and some excellent 

teamwork, the girls finished third 

overall  -  a great achievement.  Well 

done for all your hard work girls. 

Mrs Coleman 



THE GUV’NORS  

 January 2017 

As  you know we had two 

vacancies for parent governors on the 

governing body of Ridgeway Academy.  

We received no nominations and so 

Sara Wakelam, whose four year term 

had just ended, has been re-appointed 

and Catherine Stewart, a governor and 

also a parent, is filling the other post.  

It will be good for the governing body 

to have this stability at a time of 

change for the school and we welcome 

them both back.  In addition to other 

responsibilities Sara will continue to be 

a link governor for music and to liaise 

with the School Business Manager 

regarding finance.  Catherine will 

continue as link governor to Science 

and keep a watchful eye on Health & 

Safety. 

All governors will be going into school 

before our next meeting in March to 

visit Year 6 lessons in their link 

governor subject.  I have visited two 

groups in their English lessons and 

found that very informative.  One 

lesson was first thing on a Monday 

morning and I expected at least a few 

of the pupils to be looking somewhat 

sleepy.  However, the lesson was so 

lively and fast paced that we were all 

thoroughly awake, thinking and 

discussing! 

I have also had the privilege of taking a 

little group for some additional reading 

input.  You know who you are and 

thank you for being punctual, attentive 

and a pleasure to work with. 

The SATs information evening was well 

attended by parents and I hope you 

found it useful.  I enjoyed the three 

presentations and don’t forget that all 

the presentations given on these 

evenings can be found on our website. 

Julie Grieve   

Chair of Governors 

Attendance  
Year 5  -  95.7 %                Year 6 - 96.0 % 

Year 7 - 94.9 %                             Year 8 - 95.4 % 
Parents/carers please remember to: 

Phone school to advise the reason for absence on the first day 

Send a letter on their return to school to confirm the absence 



Top Tips on Hearing 

Your Child Read:  

Talk about the Books 

Quite often when you see that your 

child’s homework is to read, you would 

feel it is beneficial to listen to them 

reading aloud and reading those words 

accurately. However, a point that is often 

missed and just as important is to gauge 

your child’s understanding of the text. 

Important questions to ask and discuss 

are: about the characters, the plot, 

predictions and their favourite part. This is 

a really important part of the process 

because we can see how much the child 

has understood from what they have 

read. If they seem to be unsure or unclear 

this is where you can step in and explain 

things that have been misunderstood or 

that they are unaware of.  

Variety of text types and genres 

Another important part of the reading 

process is looking at a range of different 

text types, in order to see what your child 

enjoys reading. Looking at newspapers: 

broadsheets and tabloids, leaflets, fiction 

and non-fiction, online articles and more is 

beneficial because they get to experience 

a range of different text types and 

broaden their experience of reading. 

Moreover, looking and establishing a 

favourite genre is key to engaging and 

encouraging you child to read. You child 

may enjoy fantasy, historical, science 

fiction, poetry – but how will they know if 

they haven’t experienced a vast array of 

different types of texts?  

Maintain the Flow of Reading 

Although when you hear your child read, 

you may notice some mistakes – let them 

make those mistakes and talk about them 

at an appropriate point. Part of them 

learning how to pronounce words and 

what they mean is by children making 

those mistakes – but what can be difficult 

for them is to keep being interrupted. At 

the end of a paragraph or a page – go 

back over any words or misconceptions 

and check that they can pronounce and 

understand the meaning of the 

vocabulary afterwards. 

PARENT PAY:  Parent Pay commences 1 March and it is important that 

you activate your account in order for you to receive communication from 
the school.  Payments 4 Schools will no longer work for payments so please 
do not use this.  Should you not have received an activation letter please 
contact the office. 

 



Dates for your diary …. 

Friday 17 February 2017 

  School closes for Half-Term Break 

  @ 3pm 

Monday 27 February 2017 

  School re-opens @ 8.25am 

Thursday 6 April 2017 

  Easter Disco 

Friday 7 April 2017 

  School closed for Easter Holidays 

Monday 24 April 2017 

  INSET Day 

Tuesday 25 April 2017 

  School re-opens @ 8.25am 

STAFF ABSENCE 

As you will be aware,  Mrs Leeson 

and Mrs Trueman have been off 

school recently with illnesses that 

take sometime to recover.  Whilst 

both colleagues are well, they are 

not well enough to return to work 

yet.  The school has ensured that 

the lessons of Mrs Leeson and  

Mrs Trueman have been covered by 

relevant specialist teachers.   

Mrs Leeson and Mrs Trueman hope 

to return to work soon.  We will 

keep you updated. 

LATE ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL:   Parents are 

informed and reminded of the school dates 
and times in a number of different ways 
during the year in the school information 
provided. It is emphasised regularly to parents 
that poor punctuality gives the pupil who is 
late a difficult and negative start to their day 
and disrupts the teaching and learning of the 
whole class. The importance of the 
registration time in school as a time for 
greetings, and early morning learning is 
stressed to parents. 

Registration begins at 8:25am.  Pupils who 
arrive after this time but within the 
registration period will be marked as late. The 
registration period ends at 8:35am 

Pupils who arrive after the registration period 
has ended should go straight to the school 
office to sign in and give a reason for their 
lateness. Any unjustifiable reason for absence 
will be marked as unauthorised. It is vital that 
pupils sign in at the office to ensure that 

appropriate health and safety regulations are 
followed and that all pupils are accounted for. 

A register is also taken at the start of all 
subject lessons by the subject teacher, and 
any unexplained absences reported back to 
the school office. If a pupil is late to the lesson 
this will be recorded on the register. Teachers 
are responsible for making sure that pupils 
attend the lunchtime detention for late arrival. 

Pupils who are late to school will attend a 
lunchtime detention on that day. Persistent 
lateness (3 late marks in a week) result in 
disciplinary action; an after school detention 
on a Thursday or Monday. 

All pupils who arrive late have to sign in at 
reception on arrival and an accurate log of 
their time of arrival is made. This log can be 
used as evidence if a prosecution through 
court proceedings is initiated as a result of 
persistent absence or lateness. 
 



 

TERM TIME YOGA CLASSES  

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, CHURCH HILL 

Starting 28
th

 February 2017 
 

 

 

 

Drop your child/children off to school and come straight to class 

Sessions will run during term time only working around the school calendar 

All the equipment is provided (but feel free to bring your own mat if you have one) 

Classes are supportive, non-competitive and inclusive. Everyone is welcome re-

gardless of physical fitness or flexibility 

Free on-site parking or overflow car parking available up to two hours at Church 

Hill Centre (shopping parade) 

£7 per one hour lesson with 4 weeks payable upfront 

Classes commence on Tuesday 28
th
 February (after February Half Term) from 

9.30am-10.30am 

 

To book your place, please contact Sarah 

 

Speak: 07970 072038  Look: www.themotorcyclingyogi.co.uk 
Connect: Facebook – The Motorcycling Yogi, Redditch 

Write: hello@themotorcyclingyogi.co.uk  

http://www.themotorcyclingyogi.co.uk
mailto:hello@themotorcyclingyogi.co.uk


 

  

Friends of Ridgeway 

News  

The Autumn term saw lots of events for 

the Friends of Ridgeway . We had our ever 

popular Christmas Disco and Christmas 

Fayre and thanks go to all those parents 

and teachers who helped, as well as to all 

those that attended.  

We also held two new events. The first was 

a “Fashion and Fizz Night” which everyone 

enjoyed, walking away with bargains and 

we raised money, however we would need 

more people attending in future to be able 

to hold this event again, so if you would 

like to see this type of event please let us 

know through the Facebook site.  The 

second was a free film night which was 

well supported by the children and one 

that we will definitely be doing again in the 

future.   

Overall the Friends of Ridgeway raised 

£2653 this academic year, which is a great 

result. Our next meeting is 6th March at 

7.30 in The Bell, all are welcome and it 

would be great to get some new ideas for 

events, especially from any parents of the 

older children staying on, now that we are 

a secondary school.  

This year the committee and school have 

decided that we would purchase outdoor 

gym equipment and we are looking into 

the exciting equipment that we can 

purchase. If anyone works for a company 

that does fund matching please contact 

Friends of Ridgeway to discuss the 

opportunities to enable us to increase the 

number of pieces of equipment that we 

can purchase.  

We are hoping to have a sponsored event 

sometime this year to help raising more 

funds for the equipment so watch the 

Friends of Ridgeway Facebook site and 

school website for more details.  

Upcoming Diary Dates: Next Meeting: 6th March at 7.30 in The Bell 
 
                                                    Easter Disco : Thursday 6th April 

World Book Day is on Thursday 2nd March - start to think 

about and make plans for which book character you are going 

to come dressed up as! Donations of £1 to dress up will be 

collected on the day. Prizes for the best dressed book 

characters!  



Pupils have been having a fantastic time with Forest School/Outdoor Learning.  Getting 

children outdoors, getting messy and exploring is a well documented way of enhanc-

ing brain growth and development, along with forming social bonds and learning to 

problem solve as part of an intrepid team. I am so proud of how our year 7 pupils have 

embraced both their adventure time and the resulting paperwork they are completing 

towards a recognised qualification.   A huge ‘Well Done’ to our year 7 explorers. 

Den building in the woods.  Pupils ex-

plored the area to find some materi-

als to build their shelters with.  

Pupils showed great skill and bravery 

by climbing an assortment of trees, big 

and small! We looked at risk assess-

ments and how they can choose which 

trees are safe to climb.  

Monkeying around!  

A small obstacle course was 

constructed in our wooded area 

and pupils got to traverse it in any 

means they saw fit (after weighing 

up the hazards and risks!)   

 

Whilst looking through some 

weeds from the pond we 

found lots of Dragonfly 

larvae. They were safely put 

back in the water ready for 



Walking to and from school… There have been incidents where members 

of the public have informed the school of pupils stepping out in the road without 

looking on the way home. If your child walks home, please remind them of the 

importance of being sensible and safe on the busy roads near our school. 

Dropping off and picking up before and after school… When 

dropping off or picking up children from school, could we please ask parents to be 

respectful to other drivers and our local community? 

Please do not drop off children in the yellow hashed area outside the school.  

If you are collecting your child along Evesham Road, please could we ask that you park 

respectfully  whilst waiting for your child. 

The School Drive....   Recently, there have been occasions where busses have 

not been able to manoeuvre in the school drive as there have been too many cars on he 

school drive at the start or the end of the school day. This obviously causes 

congestionand can cause a risk to the safety of pupils. 

The school drive is for staff cars, public transport vehicles and parents of pupils that 

have medical exemptions. 



Redditch Road and Path Cycling Club has 

been in existence since 1885.  We are a 

friendly cycling community for local 

cyclists of all ages.  It is the ideal place for 

you to meet other cyclists, go on leisure 

rides or get involved in competitive 

cycling. 

WHAT DO WE DO?  The aim of the club is 

to encourage members to discover the 

freedom and opportunities that cycling 

brings.  This includes. Regular club rides for 

fun and fitness exploring our wonderful 

local lanes. 

A vibrant youth section  -  the 

Slipstreamers   -  encouraged and training 

youngsters to ride bikes for sport and 

pleasure.  Access to an enthusiastic team 

of British Cycling-qualified coaches 

advising on everything from learning to 

ride a bike to the skills of competitive 

racing.  Promoting the club and cycling at 

community events.  A social calendar 

including Club 

Annual Dinner 

and Trophy 

Presentation Evening, camping weekend 

and much more. 

Family membership covers two adults and 

all children up to 18 years.  A basic bike will 

be required which is safe and reasonably 

maintained and a helmet.  The club has 

bikes for loan for Slipstreamers for 

competitive cycling.  Membership for an 

adults is as little as £10 per annum and for 

children £1.50 per week.  Enjoy club rides 

on Tuesday, Thursday and at weekends or 

for Slipstreamer training on Wednesday 

evenings.    Check our the website for 

details:  www.rrpcc.co.uk  

We will be offering pupils the 

opportunity for a cycling experience on 

Wednesdays from 10.45am to 2.05pm 

Are you interested in handling a bike?  Do you want to improve your handling skills?  

Thought about competitive cycling?  In conjunction with Redditch Road and Path Cycling 

Club.  If the answer is yes, or you are just interested in a cycle club at Ridgeway, then your 

luck is in.  After Easter we aim to run a club after school  on a Monday.  You will preferably 

need your own bike (the school only  has four currently).  If you are interested, please 

complete the slip below and return to the school office.  Look out next half term for 

updates and information on this. 

BIKE CLUB INTEREST: 

Name ……………………………………………………..   Class ………….. 

Is interested in the bike club on Mondays after school (3.15-4.15) from 25 May on-

wards (first session will be a Tuesday due to INSET day).      Please return this slip to 

the main office. 


