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Dear Parents, Carers & Pupils 

We have made it to the end of term and 

consequently the end of another year.  So 

far this winter, the weather has been 

reasonably traditional with cold and frosty 

bouts.  We can only guess that after 

Christmas the weather will be colder still.  

All pupils should wear coats to and from 

school and they will be told to wear them 

for break and lunchtimes, so please ensure 

your child is wrapped up warm. 

On this note, we would like to thank 

parents for ensuring their pupils are ready 

for school everyday and on time, for 

collecting children after clubs have finished 

(often in the dark and wet), for encouraging 

children to carry on with something even 

when it gets tough and for constantly being 

there for children.  Often, parents are the 

unsung heroes for a child’s success! 

 

Of course, we are very proud of the pupils 

who have worked hard again this term.  

They have thrown themselves in to their 

studies and activities during the last term.  

Also, when prospective parents visit the 

school, they all comment on how well 

mannered and polite the pupils are.  Well 

done, great praise for you all. 

Enjoy the Christmas break. 

 

Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year 

 

Kind regards  

Mike Bennett 

Head Teacher  

Attendance  
Year 5  -  95.8%                Year 6 -  96.3% 

Year 7 -  95.2%                             Year 8 -  95.8% 
Parents/carers please remember to: 

Phone school to advise the reason for absence on the first day 

Send a letter on their return to school to confirm the absence 



The Year 8 boy’s rugby team 

continue their success in the 

County by reaching the Semi-

Final which will be played in the 

New Year. As a reward for their 

dedication and success they will 

be going to Cardiff in 2017 to 

test their skills against Welsh 

opposition. 

The Year 8 girls 

football team have 

made an 

undefeated start to 

their campaign and now play 

Baxter College in the Semi-Final 

of the Worcestershire Schools 

County Cup. 

The Year 6 boys football team go 

to represent WBA at South 

Bromsgrove this week. Good 

Luck Boys! 

The PE department are very 

proud of the success 

competitions this year. Hopefully 

this successful start continues 

into the New Year with 

basketball, netball, football and 

 
 Year 8 Girls Netball Team  -  A huge well 

done to the Year 8 netball team for coming 
second place in the district netball league.  
Out of six matches the girls  were only 
defeated in two of the games and won all of 
their other games.  There are many talented 
girls on the team and I am immensely proud 
of them all.  Congratulations girls, well 
deserved silver medals.  We now look 
forward to the 2017 Netball Tour to Butlins. 
A massive well done to all students who 
qualified to represent Ridgeway at the 
district cross country competitions.  
Ridgeway had some great successes both on 
a team and individual level.  Well done from 
all of the PE Department. 
Here are the positions of the teams: 
 

Year 5 Girls A Team — 4th out of 15 

Year 5 Boys A team  -  5th out of 20 

Year 6 Girls A Team  -  1st out of 15 

Year 6 Boys A Team  -  5th out of 14 

Year 7 Girls A team  -  5th out of 13 

Year 7 Boys A Team  -  3rd out of 14 

Year 8 Girls A Team  -  2nd out of 13 

Year 8 Girls B Team  -  3rd out of 13 

Year 8 Boys A Team  -  2nd out of 14 
. 

A special mention to the following students for their excellent performances in their 

respectives races: 

Year 6:  Emmie Phillips   -   1st Place, Harvey Fereday  -   3rd Place 

Year 7:  George Godwin  -  2nd Place 

Year 8:  Sophie Groom   -  3rd out of the 8 and 9 race,  Joe Cuncliffe  -  2nd Place 



THE GUV’NORS  

 DECEMBER 2016 
The Governing Body met at the end of 

November for a packed meeting that began 

with a presentation from the auditors.  As 

you know we are publicly funded and have a 

duty to ensure that the money we receive is 

correctly spent and accounted for rigorously.  

The governors were pleased to hear that all 

is in order and the accounts were signed off 

accordingly to be sent in to the DfE. 

Two of us were able to take part in the most 

recent MER review that covered the People 

and Society Faculty subjects of History, 

Geography, Science, PHSE and RE.  The 

format of the review has been altered by the 

Deputy Head, Linda Tait, to be in line with 

the new Ofsted requirements, with which 

we governors need to become familiar.    

There were more learning walks during 

which we have a snapshot of quite a number 

of lessons covering different age groups.  

Pupil voice saw the students bringing their 

books to the discussions and using them to 

illustrate points they were making, rather 

than us looking at the books separately after 

the pupils had left us.  We also had a 

governor interviewing the students 

alongside a member of staff, rather than two 

governors together, and that proved a useful 

innovation.  The report was swiftly written 

up with a detailed action plan added and 

emailed to governors to be discussed at our 

next meeting. 

Various members of the GB have been in 

school for meetings with staff, to assist on 

Educational Visits and to attend Student 

Council meetings. Jane Craig and I attended 

a course for governors at Worcester 

University that looked at how schools can 

work more collaboratively.  We found the 

course content stimulating and enjoyed the 

opportunity to talk to other governors from 

a variety of Worcestershire Schools. 

I attended a meeting with Mike Bennett 

together with the Headteachers and chairs 

of governors from the other Redditch High 

Schools called by Karen Lumley, MP.  She 

wished to ascertain the views of us all 

concerning the suggestion that more 

Grammar Schools should be opened.  She 

will keep us informed of developments  in 

this area. 

Finally I am looking forward to attending the 

Awards Assembly on Friday.  Always a joy to 

see the whole school assembled and their 

generous response to those selected.  I wish 

you all a very Happy Christmas and a 

peaceful new year.  See you in January. 

Julie Grieve   

Chair of Governors 



ADVANCE NOTICE OF  

PARENT GOVERNOR 

VACANCIES AT RA 
We have two vacancies on the GB for parent 

governors and will be sending out a formal 

letter inviting applications early in January.  

Please consider if this is something of 

interest to you.  You will be required to 

attend six evening meetings a year that run 

from 6pm to  8/ 8.30pm.  Other meetings 

may be called if issues arise or the workload 

is particularly heavy.  Paperwork is 

considerable but sent out well in advance of 

the meeting and the expectation is that 

governors will have read it in advance of the 

meeting and note questions/ comments that 

they wish to raise.  This ensures that our 

time is effectively used. 

Governors take a curriculum and non-

curriculum responsibility and need to come 

in to school to talk to staff and to go into 

lessons so that they have a real 

understanding of the needs of the school 

and the challenges faced.  Therefore there is 

a commitment required in terms of time 

available during the school day.   

We are also required to recruit governors 

who offer balance in terms of gender, age, 

ethnicity, skills set and work backgrounds. 

I will invite any interested parents to meet 

with me before they take a final decision so 

that questions can be raised and the 

requirements and expectations of governors 

fully discussed. 

Thank you. 

Julie Grieve  

 Chair of Governors.  
    

SUMDOG    Sumdog (www.sumdog.com) is a website that all pupils at Ridgeway 

have a password for.  It is full of fun, educational games to motivate pupils to practise 

maths.  A maths contents for Worcestershire schools took place between the 18th and 

24th November.  Congratulations to the following 

pupils who made the top 50: 

Emily Flower (2nd) 

Sofia Paatelma (4th) 

Elliot Baird (13th) 

Daniel Craven (45th) 

For their top 10 performances, Emily and Sofia received certificates that will be handed out 

in celebration assembly. 



Dates for your diary …. 

3 January 2017  

  INSET—School Closed 

4 January 2017 

  School opens at 8.25am 

17 January 2017  

  GCSE Options Evening 6-8pm 

26 January 2017 

  Year 6 SATS Information Evening 

30 January 2017  

  Year 6 & 8 Parents Evening 

6 February 2017  

  Year 6 & 8 Parents Evening 

9 February 2017  

  Year 6 & 8 Parents Evening 

Music News 
 
 

As of September 2016 the 
Music Department has undergone 
some exciting new changes. Mr Sabin 
has invested in 30 new acoustic 
guitars, 3 electric guitars, 2 bass 
guitars and not to mention the top of 
the range Apple Mac computers with 
music software!  
 
In addition to the new equipment 
investments the extracurricular 
programme has also undergone some 
exciting changes, with the following 
clubs now on offer: Keyboard Club, 

Ukelele Club (Run by Tyler Tillsley) 
Band Club and Choir Club. 
 
To add to our exciting news, the Show 
Choir have been invited to sing at the 
Palace Theatre on 14th January. This 
is an exciting opportunity for the 
choir and both pupils and staff are 
excited to participate in this event. In 
addition to this event the choir have 
been given an opportunity to take 
part in the Big Sing in June 
2017. More information to 
follow.  
 

 

Artist of the Week  
The Autumn term has been an exciting 
one for Art at Ridgeway. Pupils have 
enjoyed using the new Art room and 
have produced some brilliant artwork 
too.  
Mrs Hill has had a difficult job each 
week to choosing the Artist of the 
Week.  The following pupils have 
produced excellent work have been 
Artist of the Week this term. Well 
done!  
 

Antony Madkins,  Ben Dutton 
Storm Cox,  Evie Timothy 
Oliver Pittaway, Tom Mills 

Olivia Bevan,  Chloe Treadwell 
Caitlin Nesbitt,  Abi Dodd 

Matt Williams,  Billy Hensey 
Harriet Lister Hallam,  



Primary Mathematics 

Challenge 2016 

The Primary Mathematics Challenge is a 

fun and exciting mathematical challenge 

aimed at the higher attaining pupils in 

Years 5 and 6. Set 1 pupils at Ridgeway 

took the challenge in November. 

Imogen Cull, Alvin Lau and Jessie Dainter 

were the top performers in the challenge, 

and receive Gold awards, congratulations! 

Silver award winners were Ryan Watson-

Morris, Alexander Wheate, Jacob 

Burgoyne, Charlotte Farrow, Lily 

Mylchreest, Leo Rogers, Isabelle 

Thompson, William Undrell, James 

Andrews, Elliot Baird and Jake Terry. 

Bronze award winners 

were Rosie Clarke, Bobby 

Craythorne, Freddie 

Hunter, Aoibhe Williams, 

Tom Cronin, Bethany 

Houghton, Billy Hensey, Haydn Johnson, 

Rosie Ward, Kara Jarrett, Luke Matthews, 

Charley Padfield, Lucy Smith, Edward 

Tinsley, Callum Hands, Mattie Robbins, 

Joseph Seager, Sofia Paatelma, Amelie 

Sadler-Hill, James Humphries, Dylan 

Skinner, Olly Cramp and Phoebe Strain. 

Congratulations to all the award winners 

and well done to the other pupils who took 

part. 

Mr Hayward  



ParentPay - our new online payment service 

We are pleased to announce that we will be accepting payments online for items 

such as dinner money, school trips and uniform from 1st March 2017.  Using a se-

cure website called ParentPay you will be able to pay online using your credit or deb-

it card.  ParentPay will be our preferred method of making payments to school. 

 

What are the benefits to parents and pupils? 

ParentPay is easy-to-use and will offer you the freedom to make online  
paymentswhenever and wherever you like, 24/7  

The technology used is of the highest internet security available ensuring that  
your money will reach school safely – offering you peace of mind 

Payments can be made by credit/debit card or also through PayPoint 
full payment histories and statements are available to you securely online at 

anytime 
Your children will not have to worry about losing money at school 

Parents can choose to be alerted when their balances are low via email and/or  
SMS text  
 

What are the benefits to our school? 

The more parents that use ParentPay, the greater the benefit is to our school.   

 
You can help us reduce workloads for all staff, creating more time to lend to educa-

tional support and the smooth running of the school.   
 

Using ParentPay also ensures that all financial transactions are safe and secure - 
helping us to remove costs associated with us having to manage cash securely on 

the school premises. 
 

How to get started with ParentPay 
 

 
 

We are currently sending you your account activation details, just follow 
the instructions in the letter we give you to get started with ParentPay. 

 

If you want to find out more about ParentPay go to:  
 

www.parentpay.com/Parents 
 



Autumn Term:  2016  Pupil 

  Awarded to Nominations 

  
R S Cox Achievement 

Award 

Year 

5 
Georgia Bray 

Jamie Fisher, Ruby Wentworth,  

Georgia Bray,  Jessica Dainter 

  
R S Cox Achievement 

Award 

Year 

6 
Neve Crowe 

Rachel Oliver, Jake Turner, Neve Crowe 
Bethany Cole, Leo Rogers 

  
R S Cox Achievement 

Award 

Year 

7 
Anthony Kinley 

Anthony Kinley, Ella Johnson, Ellissia Sohal 
Henry Gibbs, Jess Badsey, Jess Phillips 

  
R S Cox Achievement 

Award 

Year 

8 
Grace Roberts 

Grace Roberts, Mary Dowchan-Kowalska 
Toby Singh, Sophie Groom, Ellie Simmons 
Fleur Yeomans, Abi Steward 

Stan Johnson Music 

Award 
Any Storm Cox 

Tyler Tillsley, Emily Wright,William Lane 
Freddie Hunter, Lewis Bennett,Storm Cox 
Alvin Lau, Alex Harman, Abigail Steward, 
Grace Holton, Fleur Yeomans, 

Rowan Pearson 

Norman Turner Award for 

English 

Year 

5 
Seren Pearson 

Gabriel Hayward,  Honey Drinkwell 
Harvey Latham, Seren Pearson, 

Lillie Grosvenor, Jessica Dainter,  

Jamie Fisher, Ruby Wentworth, 
Casey-Ann Baker, Claudia Smith,  

Jake Terry,  Olivia Sharpe 

Norman Turner Award for 

English 

Year 

6 

Amelia Rob-

erton 

Amelia Roberton, Madison Jones,Nathan 

Gray Rogers, Leo Rogers, Lilly Mylchreest, 
Jacob Burgoyne, Evie Rankin  

Charley Padfield, Charlotte Farrow 

Norman Turner for Eng-

lish 

Year 

7 
Jack Povey 

Jessica Wedgbury,Jack Povey,  

Georgia Davies,, Jude Bray, Jessica Badsey, 

Tyler Smith, Ella Johnson, Storm Cox,  

Barney Stewart-Clark 

Norman Turner for Eng-

lish 

Year 

8 

Mary Dowchan - 

Kowalska 

Tyler Carter, Ellie Simmons,  

Mary Dowchan-Kowalska,   

Grace Roberts,Toby Singh, Charlie Oldcorn,  

Abigail Edwards 

PE Award Boy 
Year 

8 
Charlie Keen 

Harvey Sharpe, Prince Garwe, Charlie Keen 
Will Lane, Owen Lowndes 

PE Award Girl 
Year 

8 
Sophie Groom 

Sammie Oliver, Sophie Groom, Jess Dodd, 
Ellie Simmons, Mary Dowchan Maisey 

Leake 



Our new sheep are called 

Sean and Minty. They have 

settled very well into our 

school life and love the 

attention the pupil’s give 

to them during our break 

One of our pupils 

having a peaceful 

moment with Sean.  

Sheep have rectangular 

pupils which means that 

they have  a   peripheral 

vision of up to 280° and can 

see behind them very well.  

Pupils have been taking the Ipads out to our enclosures 

to experiment with different camera angles of the 

animals.  

Here  (below left) they have captured a fantastic beam of 

light coming through the trees and shining on the goats.  

Another pupil (to the right) has enticed Bramble to stand 

still by offering a leaf. While goats do love foraging they 

prefer fresh leaves straight from the branches.  

Snowflake (below right) looks perfectly poised, ready for 

her next instruction in school! 

 

So that our goats continue to have fun in school, Mrs Smart and the pupils have 

enriched their environment by creating more play equipment for them to climb 

on. They are now proud     owners of a see-saw and tyre climbing space.  




